
Our Iti n erary  
 
 
January 7: Ushuaia, Argentina, Beagle Ch annel. 
January 8: Day at sea, Drake Passage. 
January 9: Day at sea, Drake Passage. 
January 10: Hanna Point, Livingston  Is.; Whalers Bay, Deception I s. 
January 11: Port L ockroy, G oudier I s.; Palmer Statio n, Anver s I s. 
January 12: Vern adsky S tation,  Galinde z I s.; Lem aire Channel; Para dise Bay. 
January 13: Ne ko Har bour, And voord Bay; Cuverville Is., Errera  Channel. 
January  1 4:  Half  Moon Is. 
January 15: Day  at sea, Drak e Passage. 
January 16: Day  at sea, Drak e Passage. Mouth of Beagle Channel 
January 17: Ushu aia, Argentina. 
 
 
 

Daily Lo g of O u r Voyage: 
 
 
Sat u rd ay,  Janu ary 7th:  
Ushuaia , Argenti na  - Lat. 54 º 48' S, Long. 68 º 18' W 
 
Our vo yag e to the fr ozen land of the Antarctic started at arou nd 6pm from 
the Ushuaia pier. Prior to our departure most o f us had spent some tim e in 
the qua int  lit tle tow n. It wa s tim e to  retire  to  our cabin s be for e the 
introdu cto ry br iefing and the  mandator y lifeboa t  d r ill. Th e e xpedition  staff 
and officers were in troduced  to  us. Our Expedition Le ader, Gu stavo Papazian, 
presen ted  the lectu rers and guides, w ho would acco mpan y us durin g the  
landing s and help u s to unde rst and how sensit ive  th e eco syste m in An tar cti ca 
is. Beren ice Charpin,  Mariano Curiel, Agustín Ullmann and C hristian Savign y 
would tea ch us a lot of inter esting de tails abou t  the wildli fe, histor y and 
conserva tion, and w ould gu ide  us safe ly  through th e land scapes o f th is wild 
contin ent. All o f the m  have long been b itten b y th e pola r bu g and could not 
help but  j ust l ove th e White  Continent. We fe lt th at we wer e in go od hands 
with this e nthusia stic team. Ou r hotel ma nager Fe rn ando Bu st amante w ould 
take care  of all our needs, an d then, th ere wa s of course a  man, who  we 
hoped n ot to ha ve to visit (o r at le ast only in  a social way). This wa s our  
doct or Kon stantin Petrosyan. Gustavo also introdu ced very briefly part of o ur 
bridge  cre w. The ice -capta in, Juan Carlo s Ianuzzo, the Chief O fficer Gu stavo  
Doldan and Third Mate Ma rtin Ventancu. Our ca ptain, Jorge Aldegheri an d his  
Secon d Mate Adrian  Agrelo, were at tha t  momen t  at the bridge, prep aring  
the Ushuaia to sail through th e Beagle C hannel on  our way to the in famous 
waters of the Dra ke Passag e.  
 
Agust ín kicked o ff o ur lectur e program with his in troduction  to Antarctica:  
“Discovering Terra  I ncognita”.  



 
 
Su nday, Janu ary 8th :   
Drake Passage  
 
Although the Drake  Passa ge was gentle to us, only so me  could en joy 
breakfast. 
Right a fte r breakfast Beren ice lectured on “Antarctic Wildlife”. Later we 
attended  the le cture of Christian  ab out “Anta rctic Seabirds and at sea  
birdwatching”. 
After  a sh ort nap, w e attend ed Christ ian’ s le cture  on “Marin e Mamma ls”  and  
Mariano  int roduced us  to  Ant arcti c Hi stor y wi th hi s “Ear ly Explo rat ion” 
presen tation. Our afternoon fin ished with a Birdwatching sessio n.  
During th e day w e were a ccompanie d by the  magnificent Wand ering  
Albatrosse s, the larg est flying birds in  th e world. Furtherm or e we obse rved  
Black-bro wed Albatross, Giant Petre ls,  White Chinned Pe trels and Cap e 
Petre ls am ong oth er birds. 
 
 
Mond ay, Janu ary 9 th:  
Drake Passage 
 
At 8:00 a m  the brid ge con tacted our engineers wh o repo rted  that th e water 
temperatu re was no w 2.2 deg rees Ce lsiu s. The drop in water temp erature  
officially announced our arrival in An ta rctica, as w e had finally crossed the 
Antarctic C onverg ence! 
In the  mo rning our lectu re p rogram  co ntinued w ith Ma rian o le ctur ing on  
Antarc tic  Histor y “H eroi c Age ”  and Chri sti an with hi s lectu re called “Th e Two-
World Life of Penguin s”. 
In the afternoon th e first ta bular iceb erg was spotted fro m  the bridg e 
markin g the end of our “Icebe rg Spo ttin g Contest” . The lucky winner got a  
bottle  o f th e be st Arg entine red  wine!  
Afterw ard s Gustavo , our Expedition  Leader,  explain ed the IAATO 
(Internat ional Asso ciation o f Antarcti ca Tour Op erators) Guidelines for  
Visitors to Antarctica and Zodia c safety pro cedure s, which made  us aware o f 
the way w e have to behave wh ile visiting Antarctica. After tha t , we received  
our life-ve sts an d also loo ked for the pr oper boo ts for lan ding s, provide d by 
Antarpp ly Expedition s.  
 
In the eve ning, we crossed the  Nelson St rait and finally a rrived at the South  
Shetland  I sland s. Th ere, we spotted  the  first wha le of the trip! Then,  we 
continu ed our navig ation a cro ss the Bransfield St rait on o ur way to  th e 
Hannah Point.  
 
 
The Antar ic Converg nce marks the t ue ecological margin of Antarctica, beingct e r  
formed by the meeting between warmer water masses flowing southward from the 



tropics and colder waters flowing northward from Antarctica. At this point, the cold 
and dense Antarctic Water dives beneath the warmer water.  
Further south, the upwelling of a deeper water mas  is pushed apart by the s
opposing West and East Wind Drift systems to bring nutrients to the surface, which 
feed the vast sea of plankton in the area.  These microscopic creatures, in turn, are 
food for the krill upon which the Antarctic food web is so dependent. 
 
 
Tuesday, January 1 0 th  : 
Ha nn ah P o int, Livingston Island  – Lat 62°39’ S, Long 60°37’ W 
Whalers Bay , Deception Island – Lat 62°59’ S, Long 60°34’ W 
 
Our fir st l anding in th e morn ing took us to  Hannah Po int on  Li vin gston  Islan d. 
Thi s po int form s t he eastern si de o f t he e nt ranc e t o Walker  Bay on t he So ut h 
coast of Livingston Island. It is na med after th e sealin g ve ssel Hannah of 
Liverpool,  which wrecked here in 18 20. This beach was a micro cosm of  
Antarctic Peninsula fauna, with  Gentoo  and Chinstr ap Pen guins, Kelp Gulls, 
Blue-eye d Shags, So uthern Gia nt Petrels,  and Sno wy Sheath bills nestin g in  
close p rox im ity. 
Excitemen t  grew when we spo tted a cou ple of Macaroni Pen guins amon gst 
the Chinstrap Penguin rookery. These penguin s usually nest in  South  
Georgia, b ut some individuals had decid ed to cha nge vicinity and to bree d 
instea d in Antarctica. We felt quite privile ged to be  able to see them. This 
was certa inly a  bonu s! 
There we re also man y Southern  Elephant Seals hauling out. 
On our way to a viewpoint, we found a group o f about 40 to 60 G entoo  
chicks in creché. It was nice to see this cu te group u nder the watchfu l eye  of 
their paren ts nursin g them.  
More  over we sp otte d pat ches o f Ant arctic Hairgra ss and Anta rctic Pea rlwo rt,  
the only two sp ecies of flowering plan ts in all Anta rctica!!  
Our la st st op on Walker Bay to ok u s to  a  rock whe re anonym ous hand s had  
place d a n umber o f fossils fro m  a nearby moraine, mainly re mains of fern s 
and Notophagus tre ss, inhabita nts of the forest that once cove red this par t  o f 
the su b An tarctic Isla nds, and  indication of a pre vale nt warm er clim ate. 
An elepha nt seal pu p saw us as we were leavin g the beach happily ridin g the  
waves after se eing  so many wonders in this small j ewel of th e South  
Shetland s.   
 
In the afternoon w e visited Decep t ion  Island. We starte d our cro ssin g 
through th e Neptune ’s Be llow s (the tigh t opening of this volcanic islan d), 
which n ot only w as very na rrow , but also  extre m ely shallow. T he scene was 
breathta king when we saw  th e Capta in turning to  sta rboard  sid e to g et us  
safe ly into  the rin g-sh aped islan d. 
The whole  islan d i s a co llap sed crate r, 9.2 m iles ( 14, 8 kilo metr es) in  
diameter, enclo sing the large harbour of Port Fo ste r, which is 5.8 mile s (9.3 
kilo metr es) long fro m  the nort h-west to southea st and more than 3.5 mile s 
(5.6 kilom etres) wid e. Port Fo ster is the  most pro tecte d anchorage on  the 
South She t lands. After cro ssin g the  Bellows we en tered Wha ler’s Bay. This 



was the small bay on our starboard. The remains of the abandoned British 
Antarctic Survey base were located between the hangar and the crumbling 
boilers from the Norwegian whaling operation. The beach was strewn with 
volcanic ash and cinders of various sizes, which covered the old barrels, 
equipment, whalebones, and other debris from the whaling and research 
groups that once operated here. 
Later, most of us decided to have a bath in the warm waters of this mystic 
volcano. The water was hot and cold at the same time and it was funny to 
see everyone laying down on the beach, just like elephant seals.  
 
We left this mysterious volcanic island behind and started our navigation 
through the Bransfield strait towards the Gerlache strait when we had the 
chance to witness an unusual event: a numerous group of humpback whales 
feeding on the surface with their jaws wide open and their mouths full. What 
a feast of krill for them! 
 
 
Wednesday, January 11 th : 
Port Lockroy – Lat. 64°49’ S, Long. 63°30’ W 
American "Palmer" Scientific Statio n - Lat 64° 46' S, Long 64° 03' W.
 
In the morning we reached Port Lockroy. This place was discovered and 
named by the French explorer Jean-B aptiste Charcot and later used as a 
mooring place by whalers. Here we saw the British "A" Station, built during 
the Tabarin Operat ion in 1943-44. 
This Antarctic Historic Site was restored by the UK Antarctic Heritage Trust in 
1996. Nowadays, it's a museum and an Antarctic post office. 
We visited the museum and the rook ery of Gentoo Penguins around the 
base, where a research of human impact on penguins is being carried out. 
We also had the chance to send postcards, get our passports stamped and 
get some souvenirs in the gift shop. 
We invited the personnel of Port Lockroy for dinner on board. 
 
In the afternoon we were greeted in the American "Palmer" Station. Our 
hosts came on board and gave us a complete pre-landing briefing about the 
station and all the scientific research that USA is carrying out in Antarctica. 
Afterward we visited the different buil dings and they invited us a hot coffee 
with brownies (the best brownies in Antarctica). Furthermore we landed at 
Torgerson Island where we had the opportunity to see Adelie Penguins with 
their chicks. Some of us bought some souvenirs at the station’s gift shop. At 
the end of the day, happy, we returned back to the Ushuaia. 
Later before dinner we navigate trough the Lemaire channel were we were 
astonished by it’s natural beauty. This narrow gap is a 7-mile (11 kilometres) 
long, one-mile (1.6 kilometre) wide passage running in a northeast-to-
southwest-and-west direction from Splitwind Island and False Cape Renard 
(called “Una’s tits”) to Roullin Point and Cape Cloos. It separates Booth 
Island from the Antarctic Peninsula.  
 



As we w ere leaving the Lemaire Channel behind an d entering into the Penola  
Strait we had the in credible opportun ity to adm ire one o f those ra re and  
magical m oments in Antarctica when the whole sea,  sky and ice were set o n 
fire  durin g a magn ificent sun set. 
We also  sp otted  our  first  le opar d sea l r est ing on an ice float! 
 
De Gerlache's Belgi a Expedition (1897-1899) Adrien Victor Joseph De Gerlache, a   c
Lieutenant of the Royal Belgian Navy, led the first Belgium scientific expedition to 
Antarctica, financed by the Brussels Geographical Society. Officers and scien ist t
from several countries joined the expedition. The party was composed by Roald 
Amundsen and Frederick A. Cook among others. By January 1898 the "Belgica" was 
off the west coast of the Antarctic Peninsula and discovered the Belgica Strait, later 
named De Gerlache Strait. They also gave the name Palmer Archipelago to a g oup r
of four large islands forming the western boundary of the Strait. By March 1898 the 
ship was completely trapped by ice at 71º30'S forcing the crew to winter-over and 
becoming the first to winter south of the Antarctic Circle. The expedition underwent 
great hardships. 
After 377 days, the ship came out safely from the ice to sail home. The primary 
achievement of the party surviving the Antarctic winter proved that bases could be 
set up on the continent itself, enabling a full-time program of exploration. That 
knowledge was crucial for the next phase of Antarctic discovery. 
 
 
Thursd ay,  Janu ary 12 th : 
Vernadsk y Station - Lat. 65 °15’ S, Long. 64°16’ W 
Paradise Bay – Lat. 64°53' S , Long. 62 °52' W 
 
The sun shone very early: it w as tim e for our south ernmo st la nding site,  the 
Ukrain ian Vernad sky Station, a t  the Arge ntine Islan ds. The pe rsonne l of the 
station we lcom ed us cheerfully. They sh owed us the facilitie s and told  us 
about the intere sting  research  work on H igh A tmo sphere an d Ozon e La yer  
they h ave  been carrying ou t for the last d ecade. 
Our zo dia c dri ver s al so t ook  us  for  a smal l cru ise thr ough the  channels of  th e 
Argentine Islands to a historical hut, Wo rdie House, at Winter Island. Part of 
this hut w as established in the  early 30’s by Sir James Wo rdie, who was the  
geolog ist on Shackleton’s En durance E xpedition. During th e Secon d World 
War, it be came pa rt of the  Op eration Ta barin. 
We also e njoyed  the  best Anta rctic Bar a nd its uniq ue trad itio n, a bra for a 
drink .        
It was h ard to  le ave th is fantastic station an d the ma rvellous views 
surroun din g it, but th e Ushua ia had still a long wa y to  go.  
 
After  cr ossing the L emaire Cha nnel the Ushuaia sailed throu gh the Gerlache 
strai t .  
 
In the afternoon, o ur ship  w as already in Paradise Bay (n amed b y early-
20th -cen tury wha lers not on ly for the  extreme  beauty of th e g laciers, 
icebe rgs a nd the surrounding  mountain s, but fo r the calm w ater it is p laced  



in), we made our first continental landing at the Argentine Station "Almirante 
Brown". The station was partially destroyed on April 12th, 1984 by a fire set 
by the station's physician/leader, who didn't want to spend another winter 
there!  
We were divided in two groups, the seals and the penguins, to make a zodiac 
cruise and a landing at Paradise Bay. 
We all climbed a hill to contemplate the fantastic view of the surrounding 
glaciers and walked around the buildings of the Almirante Brown Station.  
Our zodiac drivers took us for a cruise along a wonderful Blue-Eyed Shag 
colony.  
 
On our way back to the ship an extraordinary event took place. We had a 
close encounter of the third type with a Minke whale! This happy creature 
started to swim around our ship and pe rformed a show of flips, flops puffs 
and other acrobatics for us. Was he/she trying to perform a mating ritual 
mistaking the “Ushuaia” for a bigger whale? We really don’t know. What we 
know is that many of us couldn’t sleep that night out of excitement! And 
scientist regard Minkes as being shy! 
 
After dinner, Berenice and Agustín showed us their dancing skills and gave us 
some tango lessons. We all had good fun. 
 
 
Friday, January 13 th : 
Neko Harbor – Lat. 64°50' S, Long. 62°33' W 
Cuverville Island – Lat. 64° 41’ S, Long. 62° 38’ W  
 
In the morning we made our second continental landing at Neko Harbor, a 
small bay indenting the East shore of Andvoord Bay, along the West coast of 
the Antarctic Peninsula. Discovered by De Gerlache’s Belgian Antarctic 
expedition, 1897-1899, and named after a Norwegian floating factory ship, 
the Neko, which operated in the South Shetlands and Antarctic Peninsula in 
1911-1912 and 1923-1924. The Gentoo  Penguins, Weddell Seal and the 
stunning view of the giant glacie rs and icebergs around us were 
breathtaking. We also walked along the beach to the Argentine Refuge 
“Felipe Fliess” (who was an officer of the Argentine vessel Uruguay on the 
rescue operation for the Otto Nordensk jöld’s Swedish Expedition in 1903). 
 
Back on the ship, a delicious argentine barbecue was ready to delight us on 
deck!! 
 
After lunch we landed at Cuverville Is land, at the north mouth of Errera 
Channel. Everyone was happy with this calm and sunny day. 
The island itself was very rocky with considerable mosses covering the high 
elevations. A raised beach formed a nesting site for many Gentoo Penguins. 
The higher slopes were off limits for us. The skuas nesting upslope vigorously 
defend their nests, and we didn’t want to get dive bombed of course! 



We visited the Gentoo Penguins rookeries nesting with their chicks along the 
coast. We also saw a group of about 40 skuas peacefully resting on the 
beach.    
On the way back to the vessel our Zodiac drivers took us for a cruise among 
beautifully sculptured blue icebergs! 
On our way to our next  destination the Ushuaia sailed across the astonishing 
Errera  Channel. 
 
 
Saturday, January 14 th : 
Half Moon Island – Lat. 62° 36’ S, Long. 59° 55’ W 
 
Our first landing in the morning and last one of our trip took us to Half Moon 
Island. This 1.25 mile (2 kilometer) long, crescent-shaped island lies in the 
entrance of Moon Bay between Greenwich and Livingston Islands. The island 
was known to sealers as early as 1821. There are some excellent hiking 
opportunities and some truly glorious scenery. The remains of a Norwegian 
water boat that was stranded during a storm can still be found on the beach. 
A short climb uphill and over the cobble was required to reach the first of the 
breeding chinstraps. Kelp Gulls, Antarctic Terns and skuas were also 
abundant.  We also spotted one Weddell Seal resting on the snow. A nice 
walking to the other end of the island took us to the argentine station 
“Teniente Camara” where the personnel of the station warmly welcome us. 
Around noon it was time to say goodbye to Antarctica, we all returned to the 
ship with a feeling of melancholy.    
We had to use our imagination on the “Mythycal Antarctic Creature Creation” 
Contest. 
 
These days, Antarctica had gifted us wi th a precious experience, a unique 
opportunity to get into its frozen heart. Something that we will surely never 
forget.  
In the evening, we started our return to civilization preparing ourselves for 
another cross of the Drake Passage  
 
 
 
Sunday, January 15 th : 
Drake Passage 
  
It seems that Neptune wanted to show us his mercy and provide for a 
smooth crossing. 
In the morning Mariano started the lectur es program with “History of Whaling 
in the Southern ocean”. Berenice followed with a lecture on “Antarctic Ice”.  
Later Berenice lectured about “Antarctic Wildlife Conservation” and Christian 
talked about “Seabirds and fisheries”. 
We ended the evening with dinner and a good movie. 
 
 



Mond ay, Janu ary 1 6 th : 
Drake Passage and Mouth of Beagle Channel 
 
Gradually we started  to lea ve the Drake Passage b ehind pre paring ourselve s 
for return ing to  civilization. 
Agustín lectured on “Ozone”. 
In the afternoon, w e all gath ered in th e confere nce roo m  to watch  th e 
presen tation of our final lo g. 
In the e vening we celebra ted the end of this wond erful trip with a toa st at  
the bar an d delive red the “Antarctic cert ifi cates”  of thi s exped itio n. 
We joined the Captain at “Captain’s Dinner” to thank him for his skillful  
navigat ion  that too k us to a ll the wond erful pla ces we visite d in Antar ctica.  
Thank you  Captain !   
 
Tuesday, January 1 7 th : 
Ushuaia , Argenti na  - Lat. 54 º 48' S, Long. 68 º 18' W 
 
We arrived  in the early morn ing  and after breakfast it was time  to say go od 
bye to our fellow travellers.  
 
 
The Captain, officers, expedition staff, hotel staff and crew of the Ushuaia 
were very happy to have you on board. We hope to see you again soon and 
wish you all a safe trip home! 
 
       Thank you!!! 
 


